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DATES TO REMEMBER

Sunday 8th Dec @ 4pm 
Sundowners  
Endeavour Esplanade

Saturday 14th Dec from 6pm
Christmas Lights judging
Newport Waterways

Sat 21st Dec from 5.30pm
Pipers on the Canals
Newport Waterways

Wed 25th Dec from 9am 
Santa on the Canals 
Newport Waterways

YOUR COMMITTEE

President: Murray Gellert

Vice President: Norman Davey 

Secretary: Terry Moore

Treasurer: David Clair

Membership Registrar:  
Ann Moore

Newport Watch: Pam Bauze

Communications Officer: 
Susanna Rossetto

Member: Joshua Kindred

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

There is little I can report on the local 
front other than to say I hope you 
are looking forward to the Christmas 
festivities. 

The Christmas lights competition is 
on again so get your entries in. There 
are great prizes to be won so its worth 
the effort to have a go. Entries close 
on Monday 9th December and judging 
takes place on Saturday 14th December. 

Pipers on the Canal will be happening 
on Saturday the 21st December starting 
at approximately 5.30pm and travelling 
throughout all the canals. It will be a 
late night for the pipers who will no 
doubt be exhausted after playing the 
pipes for about 3 hours. 

When they pass by, please go out 
to your pontoon and show your 
appreciation for their effort as they are 
getting older as we all are and would 
appreciate your support.

On Christmas day, Santa will be doing 
the rounds of the canals starting at 
9am, passing out bags of sweets to 
those who come down their pontoons 
to say hello. So get up and get down on 
your pontoon to say “Merry Christmas” 
to Santa - you might just get a wave, 
smile and hello from the great man 
and his helpers.

On a personal note, the last month has 
been up and down. I had a great trip 
to Spain, Morocco and Portugal only to 
be interrupted by a time in a Moroccan 
hospital with a chest infection.

Amazing treatment and care but an 
experience I wouldn’t recommend. At 
least I survived and am back in one 
piece.

TO ALL, HAVE A VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 

Murray Gellert - NWPOA President

Pictured: NWPOA Christmas lights comp entries are open. Great hamper prizes 
to be won! Visit www.newportwaters.com/christmas-lights-comp-2019 for details.

nwpoa@newportwaters.com
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Enterprise

Did you ever wonder about why some of the streets in Newport are named as they are? They were actually 
named after boats that raced in the America’s Cup. Here’s a little history on Enterprise.

As the next America’s Cup, 
programmed to start on 
the 6th March 2021, draws 
closer, so does the “J Class” 
exhibition regatta that will 
go with the AC, in both 
Auckland and the Bay Of 

Islands. So in this edition, I wanted to focus on the first J 
Class defender of the cup, the mighty Enterprise, which 
successfully defended the cup in 1930.

The J’s were ridiculous in so many ways. Generally about 
130 foot long, carrying clouds of sail and requiring an army 
to sail them, they demonstrated enormous affluence in 
a time of the Great Depression (costing about $500,000 
each). But millionaires were still a plenty, and four new J’s 
were built in the US to defend the cup. Yankee, Whirlwind 
and Weetamoe were no match for the Starling Burgess 
designed Enterprise. Enterprise was commissioned for, and 
skippered by, the railroad tycoon, Harold Vanderbilt.

She was to race against the fifth and final challenge of 
the tea magnate, Sir Thomas Lipton, owner of Shamrock 
V. Some statistics on the yachts confirmed what the 
organisers were trying to achieve by adopting the J class 
rule. Designed and built on opposite sides of the Atlantic, 
they were remarkably similar. Enterprise was longer, but 
only by 20 inches; on the waterline just 13 inches shorter. Her 
displacement was 6 tonnes less (only 1%), her draft just 3.5 
inches less. She carried a nominal 43 square feet extra sail 
area. They appeared to be evenly matched yachts.

Shamrock made a tactical error running low and slow on 
the first leg of the first race (we call it “soaking” now), while 

Enterprise worked the angles. She was first around the mark 
and loose covered for a win of 2 minutes and 52 seconds. A 
convincing win.

The second race in light south-westers landed Enterprise 
another win of over 9 minutes. In the third race, Shamrock 
had a commanding start, but Vanderbilt slipped away 
to leeward, and eventually crossed in front. Shamrock’s  
fate was sealed when her main halyard parted, and she 
retired. The last race was little more than a disappointing 
promenade to end Sir Thomas Lipton’s five tilts at The 
Cup. Enterprise started to windward and in front, and that 
was the closest the two yachts came. She won by almost 6 
minutes.

Sir Lipton was rumoured to be putting together a sixth 
challenge, when he passed away, aged 82. 

There was a second Enterprise on the cup circuit; a 12 metre 
that was unsuccessful in its attempt to be the defender of 
the cup in 1977. That title went to Courageous, who made 
short work of Australia 4-0.

The original Enterprise was unceremoniously scrapped 
in 1935; her job done. The modern Enterprise, has been 
completely refitted 
and is on the 12 
metre circuit, racing 
out of Newport. It 
has been donated 
to the United States 
Merchant Marine 
Academy Sailing 
Foundation.

Why not ask a neighbour to join the NWPOA?
“Supporting our Newport Community”

Contact us today at
nwpoa@newportwaters.com

SUNDOWNERS ON THE ESPLANADE
Join us for a relaxed get together on the beautiful 
Newport Esplanade to see some familiar faces and 
make new friends. 
Everyone’s welcome!

Sunday 8th December at 4pm  
The Esplanade, Newport 

BYO drinks, nibbles and chair.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH COMPETITION
Our winner for October was Nathan Hebbard and our 
winner for November was XXX.  Well done!

Winners are picked based on the numbers 
of likes their photo receives and are 
displayed as our Facebook page banner 
image for a month. 

October - Nathan Hebbard

Answers:
1:  Take away the “p” and he becomes irate    
2:  Because he was standing on the deck    
3: Arrgh! Aye Matey! (Arrgh! I’m 80!) November - XXX

1.   How do you make a pirate angry? 
2.  Why couldn’t the pirate play cards?
3.  What did the pirate say on his 80th birthday?

RIDDLE ME TIMBERS!

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

TO ALL!



Our final Newport Watch quarterly meeting 
for the year was held on November 19th.   
We enjoyed an interesting and informative 
presentation by our Communications 
Officer, Susanna Rossetto and her husband 
Mark about their imminent move to 
Phnom Penh, the capital of Cambodia 

where they are working with an NGO group called 
RAW Impact.  We will certainly miss them here on the 
peninsula but Susanna will keep in touch via email so 
that regular updates can be passed on at our meetings.  
What an amazing experience for Susanna, Mark and 
their two young children. Susanna also showed slides of 
her trip earlier this year to Uganda, which required a lot 
of training, as she ran a ‘Muskathlon’ half marathon and 
raised money for the charity Compassion, which provides 
child sponsorship. We wish them a safe journey, good 
health, wonderful opportunities and life-long memories. 

It was disappointing when checking with our Operational 
Support Officer at Redcliffe Police Station as to the 
number of residents who had submitted registration 
forms relating to the Virtual Eyes on Crime initiative 
that only a very small number had been received. The 
information sheet and registration forms are still available 
if anyone has simply omitted registering, and an email 
reminder will be forwarded to members again.   If you 
cannot hand it in to Redcliffe Police Station simply 
forward them back to the Secretary or to me, Pam Bauze, 
and I will deliver them personally to our officer there.

Newport Watch was represented at the 2019 
Neighbourhood Watch Queensland State Conference 
on  Saturday 2nd November which was held at the 
Toowoomba City Golf Club.  It was well attended as always 
and the programme this year featured rural and country 
areas and there were some interesting presentations 
such as a Detective Sergeant from the Synthetic Drugs 
Operations Unit and a Detective Senior Sergeant who 
spoke on a solved well-known homicide case.  It was quite 
different from previous years and indicated to me that 
neighbourhood watch is becoming more important.  As 
the final senior speaker said, “in spite of all the forensic 
evidence, witnesses solve crimes”. 

Our Newport Watch meetings for next year will be 18th 
February, 19th May, 18th August and 17th November (third 
Tuesdays) in 2020.  All are welcome to come along, learn 
what is happening in your community, and especially to 
meet your zone captains and neighbours.

We are also planning another Tamper Proof Screw Day 
early in the year so if you are receiving a nice, new car for 
Christmas you can get the screws making it more difficult 
to remove the number plates, which is happening all over 
the Moreton district at this time.  You can even get them 
for the older cars. Further details early next year.

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our 
Zone Captains for the voluntary work they undertake 
during the year on behalf of the Association, and to all our 
members may you enjoy a wonderful, safe, and happy 
Christmas and very best wishes for the coming year.  
Seasons greetings to all.

Pamela Bauze – Newport Watch Area Coordinator.

NEWPORT WATCH REPORT

MEMBER COURTESY TRAILER -  
A GREAT COMMUNITY INITIATIVE

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER REQUIRED

To date this year the trailer has been borrowed for 75 days 
by members, and has been used for a variety of different 
purposes, 12 of those days in November.  It has been one 
of the best incentives the Association has had. There is a 
net that can also be borrowed, along with an adaptor if 
required.

Some borrowers look after it better than others.  We 
would ask that it is cleaned out before return and left on 
a slight angle so that if it rains the trailer will not fill with 
water and rust. We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank one of our borrowers from Enterprise Court who 
drilled holes to assist with this process and then painted 
the holes to prevent rusting. Thank you Simon.

Also thanks again to 
Josh Kindred who lets 
us leave the trailer on 
the marina allowing 
easy access, ensuring 
that someone does 
not have to have it 
parked at their home.

Are you handy with Facebook and writing? The position 
of Communications Officer is now available and requires 
someone who can help with our Facebook page, website 
and putting together the bi-monthly newsletter.  Easy to 
use templates can be provided if required. We also require 
general committee members to come on board with a 
minimum commitment of attending a monthly meeting.

Please contact nwpoa@newportwaters.com if you are 
interested and able to help!

A Newport Waterways Advisory Group (NWAG) 
meeting was held in the last month. The official 
minutes have not been released as yet, however 
below are some points that were discussed.

VEGETATION CLEARING
Tenders close 29th Nov 2019 and they expect to award a  
contract by Christmas. It’s about 6 weeks work and will be 
completed this financial year.

DREDGING
Tenders are closed with 2 offers received. MBRC expect 
to award the contract by Christmas, with work to be 
completed this financial year over about 3 months. 
Updated volumes for canals and entrance channel are 
2790 and 19760 cubic metres.

ENTRANCE CHANNEL LEAD LIGHT
MBRC considering a different design to reduce glare.

STOCKLAND WEIR WATER NOISE
Ongoing issue MBRC and Stockland – trialling different 
rock sizes/placement to alleviate noise.

Next meeting will be held March next year.

MEET MAUREEN BOWMAKER
Maureen has called Newport 
home for 16 years now and has 
been a zone captain for around 
15 ½ of that. She was born and 
raised in Portland, Victoria with 
3 sisters and a baby brother. 
Maureen joined the Army when 
she was 18 and was actually 
stationed first at Cabarlah near 
Toowoomba. She met Tony, a 
Defence Engineer, when she was 

a young Captain and they lived in the UK for 18 months. 
(where they got their future taste for travelling). They 
came home and got married, now over 31 years ago. 

Maureen is very proud that in 1993 she appeared in 
the Australia Day Honours List being granted a CSM, 
a Conspicuous  Service Medal, for helping with the 
relocation of the WA Army HQ to another Barracks and 
providing the all their communications needs. 

Tony and Maureen both love travelling, both overseas 
to experience new cultures and around our beautiful 
country. They love fishing, caravanning and beach 
camping. They’ve had many Harley Davidson motorbikes 
since 2003 and love the social life that comes with the 
Harley club. Maureen also loves cooking. Maureen and 
Tony love the Newport waterside lifestyle and are hosting 
their annual street party this year.

As a Zone Captain, Maureen delivers the newsletters, 
chases up the renewals, reacts to any house alarms in 
her area and tries to meet her new neighbours. She 
appreciates the dissemination of information from the 
NWPOA committee and enjoys the Facebook page for 
instant security warnings.

Maureen is always very aware of movements in her zone 
as well as across the canal, and endeavours to inform any 
new residents about the NWPOA and Newport Watch, 
encouraging them to join. She attends meetings and 
functions and has cooked the barbecue on a number of 
occasions at our Newport Watch activities, which is no 
mean feat.  

The NWPOA committee would like to say a huge thank 
you to Maureen for her commitment and excellence 
in her role as a Zone Captain for many years and 
volunteering her time for the benefit of her community. 

THANK YOU MAUREEN - We appreciate you!

We felt that a special mention on the passing 
of one of the original members of the Newport 
Waterways Property Owners Association/Newport 
Watch was appropriate.

Tom Murray and his wife Jan purchased land in 
Australia Court in 1980, built their home, and moved 
here in July 1981.  Tom was a fire officer for thirty 
six years, but he loved living in Newport (known as 
Scarborough then), loved his yacht and enjoyed 
sailing for many years.

Back then neighbours got together, visited each 
others homes for barbecues and parties.   It was 
on one of these occasions in approximately late 
1984 early 1985 that three homes in the estate were 
robbed from the canals.  As a result, the Association 
was formed by concerned residents. Some time 
later a meeting was held at Tom and Jan’s home in 
their downstairs rumpus room and Newport Watch 
commenced, even before Neighbourhood Watch 
started in Queensland.  Regular meetings were held 
in various homes, and neighbours looked out for 
neighbours, especially from the canals.

Tom and Jan were involved in many activities 
over the years. Tom was ‘Santa’ on our Christmas 
morning boat for many years, and remained an 
interested financial member from 
the inception of the Association.

Tom passed away after a long 
illness on 20th August 2019.  Our 
thoughts are with Jan and his 
family.  

NWAG REPORT

THANK 
YOU, 

MAUREEN!

IN MEMORY OF TOM MURRAY……

Saturday 21st Dec from 5.30pm 

Wednesday 25th Dec from 9am

Christmas festivities are just around 
the corner, and the NWPOA traditions 
continue this year with the Christmas 
Lights competition, Pipers on the 
Canals and of course, Santa Claus 
will be visiting once again. Dates are 
below - lock them in your calendar! 
Merry Christmas everyone!

PIPERS ON THE CANALS

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMP JUDGING

SANTA ON THE CANALS

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

Saturday 14th Dec from 6pm


