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We apologise that this is the first
news letter since the AGM. If there
are any queries or itemns that need
our attention the numbers below will
come in handy.

Jerry Emberiey 32037116
Graham Emery 38800228,

From the President.

Dredging

Preparzation is underway now and
you will see that some of
the machinery has arrived.
It ssems to ms, much of
the silt has flown info our SEBEY
canals system from the ===

main channei which gets chumed up
from the majarity of the boals which
put on their throttle teo cloza ta the
main entrance and egually drop off
the plane foo late. Three years
without our back iead dint heip
much  either. When most boats
isaving or entering the channel gat
off canirs line this causes the banks
to get chewed up, which is usually at
low Lide, then the silt TIows in. Maybe
the & knot sign should start further
out? Maintenance

Since 1985 most com-mittzes have
bsen lobbying for a general

ort

S

June 99

maintenance contract on & 5 year
bagis, In a2 bvice local councii has
passed this concept but have yel o
do anything further about it Instead
they have two men and tinny going
around cleaning up the beaches,
cosling around $11C0,000 per year
froem cur canal levy. Have you seen
the men working in your canal yet? it
is our intention to keep lobhying for
@ proper maintenance program.
Jerry Embedey

From the Secretary.

Plan for 1999

Tha commiltec hava set the follow-
ing items as cur “Business Plan” for
1955. The items are not in order of

priority but will be pur-
sued concurently. if you g’::;

Rave any input or objec-;
tions piease contact one:
of your committee mem-
bars. We are ziso seeking
suggestions for projects or objec-
tives that will banefit the Newport
community. Your association can be
more effective with your constructive
input.

Objectives for Year

Picnic

The picnic was judged by many as
the highlight of iast years activities
by the associztion The date for this
years event s Sunday September
2 {subject to confirmation). Kaep
this date free for 3 day of fun.
Maintenance Contract

To agd to Jerny's comments, regard-
ing this subiect it is hopad that by
the snd of the month there will not
be & piece of rubbssh el in the ca-
nal system and the men can turn to
mare prassing work such as replen-
ishment of sand where walls have
oeen undemined. We will continue
io manitor the program and work to
ward a detailed maintenance plan.
The association has been working
towards this since 1983 (approx.),
but feel optimistic that we are closar
to being able lo implement this ob-
jective. As we have bean paying =
canal levy for many years we feel we
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G@n expect the canzls and their
beaches {o be maintained.

A bit morc on the dredging.
Those who have been down naar
the mouth of the mam canai
would have seen muchinery at
work on the bund area wali on the
Westam sice of the main canal.
This is in preparation for receiv-
ing the drecdge spoils. Dredging
should commeance by the end of
July,  subject to weather. Only
the internal canals will be
dgredged in this phase. The main
channel has only 2 couple of high
SpGts and the committes does not
see the need for a complete
dradging as this will take it below
designed profile and depth as
well as depieting ouwr funds un-
necessanly. We thank council for
their efforts in getting the pro-
posad dredging to this point
Removal of Derelict Boat

The derelict boat on the West
side of the main canal has been
gutied of ail valuable items. The
vessel has been zbandoned by
its cwners and is now nothing dut
an eyesgre. The vessei would
contain amounts of pitch and lead
in the caulkking and paint and
could lead {0 environmental dam-
age if il breaks up or is set fire.
We have been working toward
naving the vessel removed but
frying o confum which depart-
ment has responsibiiity is proving
arfcult

Water quality testing in all
inflow waters

A fish wii was recently recordad
in ong of the council drains flow-



ing into the canzls. At the begin-
ning of May.
commitiae mem-
bers  photo-
graphed and &
drew council at-
tertion to a school of mulie! in the
same canal suffering obvious dam-
2ge (believed to have been caused
by acid soils as the drain has un-
sealed earth channels fiowing into
it) We believe the council should
cnisure Newport residents thal water
camying contaminants is ot fiowing
into the canals. Water Bsting was
carned out regularly a fow years
age. Testing should be reinstated o
ensure hat the cana! system water
quality is safe-qguarded.

Cleanup of storm water drains
Many of you would have seen the
poor slate of cleanliness of drains
ot this end of the peninsula. Most of
nese empty into the canal system.
We need sl drains concrete lined
anc the grates and drains cleaned
on a reguiar and frequant basis.
Rates Justification?

Newport residents pay
high rates because of the
area, that is to say, a canal
estate. This egquates 10 ap-
proximately double the
rates of those outside the estzts.
Wao slso pay an additional ievy
which must be considered as an ad-
ditional rate (also for living on a ca-
nal estate.) As the current climate
dictates the “User Payzs", why are we
payng for the services twice? We
will continue to work with council to
ansure we are not further disadvan-
taged in the rates ares.

Footpaths on Griffith, Newport,
and Ashmole Roads

Many peopla walk in the
= Newport area both for
recreation =znd health.
We are forced to walk on
the roads as in many places the
rack is toc rough to wak on afler
dark or after rain. We were promised
footpaths during this council's tarm.
We icak

forward to some major effort in the
remaining few months of this coun-
cil's term.

Representation

We wish 0 work in @ harmonious
' council,

gé, howeéver the presen:
g} methods of council in de-

termining pregrams
which wa pay for, even if unsucosss-
ful is not conducive to this when

things go wrong. The rasidents of
Newport need meaningful input prior
1o program planning and expendi-
ture. The committee fsels that a truly
consultative body with a member of
NWPOA on it can not only have
benefits for Newport Waters but
alsa for council.

Graham Emery. =
Bicycle lanes — How they work!
 You must not drive in 3

—_. |\marked Dicycie lane
% unless you are riding =
— Dbicycle, tricycle ¢or driving
a bus ,taxi, limousine, or public wtility
service vehicle. You may move into
& Dicycle lane t0 enter land beside
the read or i you are going te turn at
the next intersecticn. You may also
enter the lane if you want to park at
the kerb but only if you can lzwfully
park there. Bicycle riders are to use
the lanes travelling with the fiow of
the iraffic. This lane is not for tha
use of skatetoarders,
This information was tzken out of
the Queensland driver's Guide, Dac
1898,

Rosemary Mayne.
Treasurer
More about the NWPOA Picnic &
o2 the abandoned boat
4 from Gibbo.
Picnic
To all residents, old

3 and new. Each year we
have an annual picnic and you are
all weicome. This year we're
erecting @ marquee with tables and
chairs and we're supplying the
barbecues. We will have Iois of
gamas for the children, with free soft
drinks and ice biocks, It's @ day for
one and all 10 gather and mest your
fellow canal home owners. The
picnic will start at 10 AM and tinish
at S PM. All you have to bring is your
food and drink. We encourage you
tc come by boat as we have a
fioating ponloon to disembark 1o,
More information 10 come closer to
the time.

Abandoned Boat Hazard
This boat is an eyesore as
weall as being dangerous. |
was heading out for & yacht
raca and saw lots of children
piaying on her decks and inside. If
one of these children were to slip
@nd hurt themselives, whom da you
hold liable? The owner, the coungcil,
the harbours board or the
developer? Food for thoughl The
NWPOA president will be
approaching the council sbout the

matter. We will keep you informed

Greg Gibson

#a Meeting with Ray Hollis
MLA

'} On Friday May 28" Presi-
" dent Jery Emberiey and
Secrstary Graham Emery
met with Mr. Ray Hollis,
our local Member of Par-
liament. The two main topics raised
were the delays in dradging and po-
lice problems.

Our mein concern is the inadegquate
police numbers on the peninsula
and the delays experisnced when

calling pofice during
the night. This was
nighlighted during a

recent burglary at
Newport when police took about an
hour o raspond. The burglars were
still on the premises when the call
was raisad. Mr. Hollis stressed that it
was not advisable {0 cenfront crimi-
nals 2s to do 50 could place you in a
fife threatening situation (Be wamed,
police are not ahways a few minutes
away.) He alsg guotad recent Han-
sard enfries where he had posed
Questions 1o the Police Minister re-
garding the local situation. On the
poiice numbers issue, Qu=scnsland
is due for an increase of 2359 more
officers in the near future. Wa can
¢niy bope that Redcliffe stalion re-
Cceives a number of these

On the dredging front, the pomnt was
raised that four years had passed
whilst council was pursuing the nec-
assary permits to commence dredg-
ing. A mountain of paperwork was
genarated while the process drifted
back and forth through a number of
depanments. We cannct be sure
where exaclly the hold-ups occurred
but the cumulative effect is a deiay
in employment generating work and
a lot of disgruntied boaties. Qur con-
Cern in raising the issue when it
seems all but resolved is to try and
o=l some sense into fha system so
that an engoing parmit for dredging
works is available.

Helpful hint.

For those unwanted weeds on the
driveways and footpaths. ’
1 cup of taby oil P e
1 cup of Detto!

1 cup of while vinegar
Shake well in 2 spray
bottle, spray sparingly. They die
almost immediately and it is_ =
safe for the environment. K
Rose Mavne. F[s




